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INQUIRY

USA TODAY: According to
book, administration ef-
knew oa that the

Soviets had shet

HERSH: The administration
chose, when confronted with a

tc;isis,nottoplayitsu'alght.ln
e

liam Casey, the head of the CIA
— were convinced from the
initial inf that the So-
viet Union not only had shot
down a plane, but knew it was
a civilian passenger plane
when they shot it down. That
was an honest mistake in the
first day, but by 24 to 36 hours
after the event, the intelligence
community was to
say the evidence is overwhelm-
ingly clear that the Soviets had
not known what they were do-
ing. Nobody in our government
chose to set the record straight.

USA TODAY: The Air
Force did the best job it could
in a very short time, thea
turned it over to the policy-
makers, to Gea
::muc.mnu.mm?omg

was disgusted way
was handled.

HERSH: Air Force intelli-
gence concluded right away,
within about 12 hours, that

to admit the truth

there had been an accident —
the Soviet Union had not

USA TODAY: So
the administratien ignore
that informatien?

secretary

gone public without checking
with the Air Force or his intelli-
gence people. So while Pfautz

USA TODAY: Are you say-
ing their was col
ored by their emotions?

HERSH: They were very an-
gry at the Russians, and legiti-
mately so, for killing those peo-
ple. And everybody should be.
Nobody’s excusing the Rus-
sians for what they did in this.
But there was no reason to ac-
cuse them of doing more than
they did. What the Russians did
was bad without sug-
gesting that they had identified

the plane first, which Pfautz
and others knew not to be true.

USA TODAY: How did you
conclude that the KAL

talked to the people who were
there. None of them had any
clue in advance that that plane
was going to be there. And
there’s no way you're going to
send an intelligence plane into
the Soviet Union without the

gence it’s supposed to trigger.
USA TODAY: Your book
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